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Abstract

Along with the advance of economy and influenced by low-facility rate, parents have
much higher demands on the quality of education. Owing to the specialties of learning styles
and educational demands of children with disabilities, their parents may have multiple
criteria in decision-making of choosing schools. Dosing so is to choose an appropriate
learning environment for their children.

APH is chosen as the key method for this study. The main aim of this study is to
analyze the key factors of the school choices for parents if elementary school students in
self-contained special classes. Based on empirical findings of this study, this study attempts
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to build an objective school-choice model as a reference for parents when facing multiple
factors in the process of school-choice.

The results of this study shows that the five key criteria influencing the parents’
decision-making of school-choice are: special education teacher, school support and climate,
special education class, parental factors and school environment. Among the sixteen
sub-criteria influencing parents’ decision-making, the top five items are: teaching
enthusiasm, acceptance of teachers and students, interaction between parents and teachers,
featured curriculum of the class and teacher profession.

Keywords: Analytic Hierarchy Process, Parents of Self-Contained Special Class,

Self-Contained Special Class in Elementary School, School Choice
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