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Abstract

Children, adolescents and adults with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) are a
particularly vulnerable population, impacted by the Covid-19 infectious disease pandemic.
This literature review examined the challenges encountered by individuals with ASD, who
may be more vulnerable due to the communication, socialization, and executive functioning
differences that are inherent in the diagnosis. The impact of the pandemic was found
salient on their negative psychological functioning and mental health, partially as a result of
their rigidness on routines, which might be easily disrupted by the pandemic. On the other
hand, during the pandemic socialization and education for students with ASD highly rely on

online vehicle through virtual communication, which may aggravate the difficulties of social
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interaction and interpersonal communication suffered by students with ASD. Special needs

of individuals with ASD during the pandemic are synthesized. Finally, suggestions to

support a learning environment more friendly toward students with ASD are provided.

Keywords: COVID-19, autism spectrum disorder, online education for students with ASD
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